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Movement
Weaknesses & Constraints:

« Poor pedestrian/cycling route from town
centre area to Cynon Valley Museum.

« Enhanced lighting to alleyways, located
between Commercial Street and Market
Street, may reduce potential for anti-social
behaviour.

« Pedestrian route from town centre to
Aberdare park not clearly signposted.

« High Street car park, although convenient,
does contribute to congesting movement
around the town centre.

« Lack of electric vehicle charging provision.
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Movement
Strengths & Opportunities

Abundance of car parking within the town
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creates a more open townscape with space for
vehicular and pedestrian movement
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Built Envrionment &
Public Realm : >

Weaknesses & Constraints
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« Poor quality shop frontages in some places ’
within the conservation area, detract from 5
overall appearance of the town. %4

- Clearly defined, compact, town centre core v/ Alley-ways between buildings
(identified by conservation area boundary) 4 g not overlooked. Rear facades of

. . . - . . (l buildings have a lack of activity
with limited availability of sites to introduce
new facilities.
+ Key frontage facing A4059 lacks vibrancy/
activity. Acts as first impression to visitors

arriving by train/rail. Shop windows could be

enhanced to provide information about the
towns offering.

+ Legibility of access to St Elvans church is
limited.

+ Vacant buildings on key corners of high-
street.
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streetscape.

Quality of building frontages/signage
within the conservation area is poor

in places detracting from the overall %,
appearance of the town.
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facilities such as the library and leisure
centre increase overall quality of built
environment.

+ Key priority development sites and
vacant space above retail units, provide
opportunities to introduce new amenities
such as high quality restaurants and visitor
accommodation.

+ Potential to facilitate temporary uses in
vacant spaces to create dynamic offer,
encouraging repeat visits.
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( Concentration of listed
buildings create distinct areas
within the town centre that
contribute to its identity. More
could be done to strengthen
the purpose/type of activities in

\these areas. )

High number of high quality
buildings in town centre core
which positively contribute
to the town’s overall

appearance.
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Amenities
Weaknesses & Constraints

+ Lack of visitor accommodation within walking
distance of the town centre.

+ Public conveniences difficult to identify, due
to lack of signage.

+ Limited high quality sit down restaurants -
lack of choice.

+ Dependence on retail as dominant sector.

+ Vacant properties in key locations.

+ Outdated interpretation (QR codes out of
date) and signposting to nearby attractions
such as Dare Valley Country Park/ Cynon
Valley Museum could be improved.

+ Aberdare Park is within walking distance of
town centre but signage could be improved
to inform visitors of how to get there.

+ Strong market, although well used/occupied,
lacks external visitor appeal.

+ Basic visitor infrastructure could be improved
upon.

+ Overall high occupancy rate of premises on
ground floor, less so on upper floors.
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Amenities
Strengths & Opportunities

+  Compact town centre with residential areas
to the north and south.

+ Diverse mix of amenities within town centre
contributing to sustainability of overall town.

+ Abundance of local independent businesses.

+ Close proximity of education institutions
provides increased footfall/lengagement
opportunities along with new industrial
development at Robertstown.

+ Central St Elvan’s church has recently
undergone a major refurbishment and acts
as a key landmark in the town.

+ Potential to introduce more dynamic
offerings above shops e.g. unique visitor
accommodation, co working, short term
workshops etc.

+  Opportunity to intensify/cluster certain types
of activities in defined areas to create key
distinguishable zones.
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